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Welcome to a new and exciting school year!  I am looking forward to working with each of 

you.  This year, you will encounter new challenges as you prepare for high school.  I am 

looking forward to an amazing year! 
 

Description of Course 
Math 180 (Math Lab 180) is a math intervention program. It is designed to address the needs of struggling students. 

The program combines classroom support and adaptive software, which provides students with personalized instruction 

and practice. By allowing students to learn, practice, and review at their own pace, each student receives instruction 

which reflects their strengths and challenges. 

 

During this class, we will be working on basic mathematical principals and ideas to build up to the grade level standards.  

We will work to fill gaps in previous mathematical understanding.   

 

The Standards for Mathematical Practice are embedded in all lessons.  The 8 mathematical practices are:  

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.   

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others  

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically.     

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure.     

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 

Class Mission Statement 
“We will do all that we can to be prepared for the next grade level.” 

 

Suggested Materials  *Arizona law requires public school provide supplies required for academic success. This list represents optional, 
supplementary items which you may supply at your discretion. 

 

 Pencils 

 Erasers     

 Calculator  

 Dry Erase Markers 

 Wired Headphones/Earbuds for computer (REQUIRED, but I will have a class set available for use if the 

students don’t have their own.) 
 

Curriculum 
The class curriculum content and structure will be based on the MATH 180 Math Intervention Program and I will 

supplement as needed.  
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Homework 
 Students will not be assigned nightly homework, however, students are highly encouraged to work on the Math 

180 Brain Arcade and/or Dreambox.  Each student has a unique log in username and password.   

 Also if students do not finish their classwork here, then they will be expected to do it as homework.   

 If a student is absent, it is also their responsibility to catch up. 

 

Agendas 
Students should write down the daily objectives in their agendas as well as any homework or other notes.  Students 

must have their agendas to be signed out to use the restroom, get a drink, and for any errand.  Desert Sky will give 

each student one Agenda Planner.  If students misplace or for some reason need a new one, it is the student’s 

responsibility to purchase an additional Agenda Planner from the Desert Sky office. 

 

mSpace Books 
Students should have their mSpace books out at all times.  These are for classroom notes and for students to show 

their work I will have students keep them in the classroom, but they may need to bring them home occasionally when 

work is not finished. It is a requirement and grade to always be prepared with their mSpace books. 

 

Grading 
This class is designed to help the students with their mathematical thinking and skills.  We are working to fulfill gaps in 

their previous learning.   

 

Students will be graded on their work as well as their effort.  Student mSpace Books, Math 180 software, Dreambox 

lessons, class assignments/projects, and presentations will all be included in grading. 

 

Students and parents/guardians have access to PowerSchools. (If you do not have access yet, please contact the 

office.)  Grades, assignments, missing work, etc. can be viewed on PowerSchools.  Grades will be updated weekly. 

 

I grade for mastery and encourage students to always correct their work for a better score.  Once I re-grade the 

assignment, I will adjust the score in the gradebook.  No points will be taken off for corrected work. 

 

I will also accept late work until the near of the end of the quarter.  No points will be deducted for turning in an 

assignment.  I would rather a student complete an assignment well, than just to rush (or not completely finish) to turn in 

the assignment on time. 

 

Classroom Environment 
In order to be successful, students MUST be actively engaged in the learning activities.  Engaging in your learning 

means:   

 Listening to the teacher and other students 

 Attempting/trying to complete tasks 

 Asking and answering questions of the teacher and of other students 

 Presenting your thinking to other students, the teacher, and the class 

 Taking risks 

 Paying attention to the teacher 

 Focusing on the computer program 
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Actively participating is a must.  You are responsible for asking questions if you do not understand something.  Math 

concepts build upon each other.   If you don’t understand a concept, don’t let it go by.  It will come back up again and if 

you didn’t learn it the first time, you will have trouble again.  

 

I strive for my classroom to be a positive and encouraging learning environment.  Class Dojo will be used to keep track 

of their positive as well as negative behaviors.  Please be sure to sign up for that.  It is a great tool for us to stay close 

in communication.  I also use Classroom Reward BINGO with a prize box as an incentive.  Additionally, the Math 180 

Internet based program has many motivational factors integrated into it. 

 

Announcements 
Students are to quietly listen to announcements.  This includes morning announcements, any announcements on the 

intercom and/or SmartBoard, fire drills, lockdowns, etc. 

 

Food and Drink 
Students are not to eat in my classroom.  The only exception is, if I give a prize such as candy or chips, they may eat it 

in my room, but not other classrooms on campus. Gum is not allowed.  The only beverage allowed is water.  Water should 

be in a clear plastic bottle and be kept away from the computers. 

 

Cell Phone/Electronic Device Classroom Policy 

Cell phones and technology are a large part of our world today.  There are times that using cell phones/electronic 

devices are permitted during class learning experiences.  Whenever they are allowed, I will let the students know.  Any 

other time, cell phones/electronic devices are expected to be turned OFF or on SILENT upon entering the school 

campus and are expected to be out of sight.  Ear-buds and head-phones also should not be seen unless they are being 

used for Math 180 and/or Dreambox on the computer or if I have specifically allowed them. 

 

Handbook 
Please refer to the Student and Parent Handbooks for more information on rules, expectations, and procedures of 

Desert Sky middle school and Deer Valley Unified School District. 
 

 

Communication 
Communication is the key to success!  It is vital for each student, teacher, and parent/guardian to have a partnership. 

 

For additional information at any time throughout the year, please visit Desert Sky’s webpage at 

www.DesertSky.dvusd.org as well as my teacher page.  Much of this information, lesson plans, additional resources, and 

much more can be found there.   

 

I will also be employing Class Dojo in order to stay in close contact with you regarding student 

behavior and academics.  I use Class Dojo to notify students & parents of important information 

and to send reminders.  Please be sure to sign up for that in order for you to receive messages.  

 

Always feel free to contact me!   
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Complete and return to Mrs. Martelli to acknowledge receipt 

of the Syllabus for Math 180. 
 
 

 

I have read and understand the syllabus for Math 180 with Mrs. Martelli. 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Student Name (Print)     Parent/Guardian Name (Print)   

 

    __________                   _________ 

    Grade                               Period 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Student signature   Date   Parent/Guardian Signature  Date 

 

 

 

Student e-mail address:      Parent e-mail address: 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

(Please Print Clearly)     (Please Print Clearly) 


